




March 28, 2019 

 

 

To:  House Committee on Finance 

 

From:  Bryan K. Mick 

 

Re: SB 1236 SD 2 HD 2 Relating to the Parking Program for People with Disabilities 

– Hearing on March 129 2019 at 2:30 pm 

 

 

Aloha Chair Luke and committee members, 

 

I write to you in full support of SB 1236 SD 2 HD 2. However, the language in the 

version that crossed over (SB 1236 SD 2) was much better than what was inserted by 

the prior two committees. The current language omits several distinct provisions which 

are designed to combat parking permit fraud and abuse. The judiciary committee should 

be commended for adding back in language that would restrict the free parking benefit 

to only those who drive and are unable to reach or operate a meter. 

 

Free parking has become an incentive for people to obtain a permit when not qualified, 

alter the expiration dates on their permit, borrow a permit that was issued to someone 

else, or to overstay the amount of time that’s legally exempted from payment (two and a 

half hours of the maximum time the meter allows, whichever is longer). Hawaii would be 

the fifth state to restrict parking in this manner, while 23 states provide no free parking 

at the state level. With the recent increase in parking meter rates in the urban core of 

Honolulu and Waikiki, a standard shift employee who uses a disability parking permit to 

improperly avoid paying a meter is avoiding over $7,000 in annual parking meter fees.  

 

The City of Boston Inspector General estimates the City is losing between $900,000 

and $3 million per year due to parking permit abuse. It is likely the State of Hawaii is 

losing that much, if not more. We have over 100,000 permitees in the state, so even if 

each one on average illegally avoids paying $10 a year in parking fees, the loss is a 

million dollars - most of which would have been deposited into the highways fund. 

 

If the State wants to provide transportation related subsidies for people with disabilities, 

it should do it in a way where all types of disabilities are eligible, not just mobility ones, 

and it should allow for greater safeguards against fraud and abuse than the disability 

parking permit system can offer. The tiered system SB 1236 SD 2 HD 2 proposes is a 

good compromise. 

 

 

Mahalo, 

 
Bryan K. Mick 



SB-1236-HD-2 
Submitted on: 3/28/2019 3:01:02 PM 
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